                  Chapter 20. Board of Dispensing Opticians

Economic, Small Business, And Consumer Impact Statement

1.
Identification of the rulemaking
The Board is proposing to amend rule R4-20-102 for clarification on material necessary to submit with the application for licensure. ARS §32-1682.D. allows the Board to accept national practical examination results for licensure in State of Arizona. This proposed rulemaking brings the rule in line with the Statute. The Board is also, including language to assist military veterans with qualification for licensure. 

 R4-20-103, R4-20-104, R4-20-105, and R4-20-106 are being repealed to allow the Board more flexibility in accepting national practical examination results versus the Board proctoring a practical every six months. This will allow applicants more flexibility in taking the practical exam offered by national organizations more frequently and at various locations throughout the country. 

R4-20-107, R4-20-109 and R4-20-110, are being amended to remove the notarization requirement as all applications are now accepted on line through E-Licensing.  

R4-20-112 is being amended to remove the license application fee and re-numbering remaining fees.

 R4-20-113 is amended as a housekeeping measure to correct a misspelling.

 R4-20-115 is amended to remove the word postmarked as all applications are now accepted on line through E-Licensing.   

R4-20-119 is amended to update the ANSI Standards incorporated by reference. 

R4-20-123, R4-20-1124, R4-20-125, and R4-20-126 are being repealed due to duplication of GRRC Rules. Table 1 is amended to remove the time frame for approval to take the practical exam.
2.
Identification of the persons who will be directly affected by, bear the costs of, or
directly benefit from the rules
This economic, small business and consumer impact statement analyzes the costs, savings, and benefits that accrue to the Board, applicants for licensures, opticians, and consumers of dispensing optician services.

3.
Name and address of agency employee who may be contacted to submit or request additional data on the information included in the economic, small business and consumer impact statement. 


Name: 

Megan Darian

Address:
1740 W. Adams, Suite 3001

               
 
Phoenix, AZ 85007

Telephone:
602-542-8158

Fax:

602-926-8103

E-mail:

mdarian@do.az.gov

4. 
Cost/benefit analysis 
The overall economic impact of the rule making is expected to be minimal with the benefits outweighing the cost. The changes being made through this rulemaking are to improve the availability of the on-line practical exam from the current twice a year to potentially 364 days a year. Applicants for licensing will be able to receive their licenses eleven times a year, when the Board meets. Annual cost/revenues are designated as minimal when less than $1,000, moderate when between $1,000 and $10,000 and substantial when greater than $10,000.
a. Probable cost/benefit to implementing agency and other agencies directly affected by implementation.
Board of Dispensing Opticians
	Rule
	Description of

Effect
	Increased Cost

Decreased Revenue
	Decreased Cost

Increased Revenue

	R4-20-102
	Clarification 
	None – Minimal
	None – Minimal

	R4-20-103
	Repealed to allow the Board more flexibility in accepting national practical examination
	None – Minimal
	None – Minimal

	R4-20-104
	Repealed to allow the Board more flexibility in accepting national practical examination
	None – Minimal
	None – Minimal

	R4-20-105
	Repealed to allow the Board more flexibility in accepting national practical examination
	None – Minimal
	None – Minimal

	R4-20-106
	Repealed to allow the Board more flexibility in accepting national practical examination
	None – Minimal
	None – Minimal

	R4-20-107
	To remove the notarization requirement
	None 
	None 

	R4-20-109
	To remove the notarization requirement
	None 
	None 

	R4-20-110
	To remove the notarization requirement
	None 
	None 

	R4-20-112
	To remove the license application fee
	None – Minimal
	None – Minimal

	R4-20-113
	Housekeeping measure to correct a misspelling
	None 
	None 

	R4-20-115
	To remove the word postmarked
	None
	None 

	R4-20-119
	to update the ANSI Standards incorporated by reference
	None 
	None 

	R4-20-123
	Repealed due to duplication of GRRC Rules
	None 
	None 

	R4-20-124
	Repealed due to duplication of GRRC Rules
	None 
	None 

	R4-20-125
	Repealed due to duplication of GRRC Rules
	None 
	None 

	R4-20-126
	Repealed due to duplication of GRRC Rules
	None 
	None 

	Table 1
	To remove the time frame for approval to take the practical exam
	None
	None

	Total Annual Net Cost
	
	None- Minimal
	None-Minimal


b. Probable cost/benefit to a political subdivision of this state directly affected by implementation.
None apparent.
c. Probable cost/benefit to businesses directly affected by proposed rulemaking.
None apparent.
5.     Probable impact on private and public employment in Businesses, agencies and political subdivisions directly affected by proposed rulemaking.

This rulemaking will affect private and public employment by allowing Opticians the opportunity to become licensed more frequently therefore; gaining employment in the field of Opticianry .This rulemaking should have no effect on political subdivisions. 

6.      Impact on small businesses.
a.     An identification of the small businesses subject to the proposed      rulemaking. 

Optical Establishments 
b.
  The administrative and other costs required for compliance with proposed rulemaking.

The administrative costs are none to minimal, requiring only knowledge of the proposed changes. 

c.        A description of the methods that the agency may use to reduce the impact on small businesses.

None apparent

d. Probable cost and benefit to private persons and consumers who are directly affected the proposed rulemaking.

None-minimal effected cost to applicants. Major benefit of options to have frequent number of practical examinations rather twice a year.

7.     A statement of the probable effect on state revenues.
This rulemaking will have none to minimal effect on state revenues.

8.     A description of any less intrusive or less costly alternative methods achieving the purpose of the proposed rulemaking.
None apparent
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